POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC CHANGE

In contrast to Britain, Russia has almost always had difficulty with gradual and ordered change. Instead, its
history reflects a resistance to change by reform and a tendency to descend into chaos or resort to revolution
when contradictory forces meet. The most successful tsars, such as Peter the Great and Catherine the Great,
understood the dangers of chaos in Russia, and often resorted to force in order to keep their power. The
19 century tsars faced the infiltration of Enlightenment ideas of democracy and individual rights, and those
that tried reforms that allowed gradual inclusion of these influences often failed. For example, Alexander
[1, who freed Russian serfs and experimented with local assemblies, was assassinated by revolutionaries in
1881. The forces that led to his assassination later blossomed into full-blown revolution, the execution of
the last tsar, and the establishment of a communist regime. Likewise, the late 19" century tsars’ attempts to
gradually industrialize Russia were largely unsuccessful, but Joseph Stalin’s Five-Year Plans that called for
rapid, abrupt economic change led to the establishment of the Soviet Union as one of two superpowers that
dominated the world for a half century after the conclusion of World War I1. In the late 20" century, Mikhail
Gorbachev’s attempts to reform the political and economic systems failed, and change again came abruptly
with a failed coup d’état, and the sudden collapse of the Soviet Union.






