A FAILED COUP AND THE REVOLUTION OF 1991

In August 1991 “conservatives” (those that wanted to abandon Gorbachev’s reforms) from within the Polit-
buro led a coup d’état that tried to remove Gorbachev from office. The leaders included the vice-president,’
the head of the KGB (Russian secret police), and top military advisers. The coup failed when popular pro-
tests broke out, and soldiers from the military defected rather than support their leaders. The protesters were
led by Boris Yeltsin, the elected president of the Russian Republic and former Politburo member. Yeltsin
had been removed from the Politburo a few years earlier because his radical views offended the conserva-
tives. Yeltsin advocated more extreme reform measures than Gorbachev did, and he won his position as:
president of the Russian Republic as a result of new voting procedures put in place by Gorbachev.

Gorbachev was restored to power, but the USSR only had a few months to live. By December 1991 eleven
republics had declared their independence, and eventually Gorbachev was forced to announce the end of the
union, which put him out of a job. The fifteen republics went their separate ways, but Boris Yeltsin emerged
as the president of the Jargest and most powerful republic, now renamed the Russian Federation.






