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SUPRANATIONALISM AND THE EUROPEAN UNION

As we have seen, one major trend in Britain is devolution, or the process of decentralizing the unitary state
share policymaking power with regional governments. Yet all the countries of Europe, including Britain,
are deeply affected by a countertrend — integration. Integration is a process that encourages states to pool
their sovereignty in order to gain political, economic, and social clout. Integration binds states together with
common policies and shared rules. The supranational organization that integrates the states of Europe is
called the European Union.

SUPRANATIONALISM

Supranational organizations have been around for some time now, but their nature is changing, with some
real implications for the sovereignty of individual nation-states. Several countries formed the Concert of
‘Europe in the early 19" century in an effort to restore balance of power after the fall of Napoleon Bonaparte.
It was a voluntary agreement, and it did not prevent the outbreak of several limited wars. However, many
scholars believe that the effort to balance power that the agreement sparked was at least partly responsible
for the relative peace among quarrelsome European neighbors until the outbreak of World War I in 1914.
‘That war stimulated another more global effort to form a lasting international organization, and resulted in
the creation of the League of Nations, whose fate was doomed with the outbreak of World War II in 1939.
Even before the United States joined the war, U.S. President Franklin Roosevelt and British Prime Minister
Winston Churchill agreed to try again when the war ended. In this spirit the United Nations was formed in
1945.

| The United Nations

Only 49 nation-states signed the original charter of the United Nations in 1945, but because many new na-
tions have been created since then, the membership of the U.N. has grown to 192 members by 2009. It
has lasted for more than 60 years, and its membership makes it a truly global organization. Membership in
the U.N. is voluntary, but it has some limited powers to force its members to abide by the organization’s
peacekeeping principles. As a result, it plays an important role in geopolitics, and changes the dynamics of
international relationships from the previous almost exclusive focus on nation-states as individual actors on
the world stage. The U.N. changes the nature of sovereignty by applying the concept to an organization with
collective membership, not just to individual nation-states.

An important power of the U.N. is that its members can vote to establish a peacekeeping force in a “hotspot™
and request states to contribute military forces. The body responsible for making this decision is the Secu-
rity Council, and any one of its five permanent members (the U.S., Britain, France, China, and Russia) may
veto a proposed peacekeeping action. During the era of the Cold War, the Security Council was often in
gridlock because the U.S. and Russia almost always disagreed. Today that gridlock is broken, but it is still
difficult for all five countries to agree on a single course of action. Peacekeeping forces have been sent to
calm warring forces in Eastern Europe, the Middle East, and Sub-Saharan Africa. The U.N. forces are sup-
posed to remain neutral, and they usually have restrictions on their rights to use weapons against either side
in a dispute. Despite its limitations, the United Nations is a forum where most of the states of the world can
meet and vote on issues without resorting to war.

The U.N. is an umbrella organization that includes many sub-organizations that promote the general wel-
fare of the world’s citizens and monitor and aid world trade and other economic contacts. These efforts are
funded by membership dues, and represent an extension of international cooperation into areas other than
peacekeeping. Examples of such organizations are the World Bank, the International Court of Justice, and
UNESCO (an economic and social council).






