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By the late 1990s, the European Union began to lay the groundwork for future policies in these areas:

Common defense — European integration began with economic policy, so EU defense policy is much
less well developed than those for trade and common currency. However, the Maastricht Treaty
made foreign and defense policy one of the three “pillars” of the EU, so some defense policies have
been put in place. In 1999 the European Council placed crisis management tasks at the core of the
development of common security and defense of EU members. Crises were defined as humanitarian,
rescue, and peacemaking tasks. The Council set as a goal that the EU should be able to deploy up
to 60,000 troops within sixty days that could be sustained for at least one year. The agreement left
troop commitment and deployment up to the member-states, and, as a result, did not create a Euro-
pean army.

Justice and Home Affairs — The 1997 Treaty of Amsterdam set major policy initiatives for judicial
affairs. The aim was to establish within a few years the free movement of European Union citizens
and non-EU nationals throughout the Union. Free movement has involved setting policy regarding
visas, asylum, and immigration. Additionally, the Treaty of Amsterdam helped to define cooperation
among national police forces and judicial authorities in combating crime. Although member nations
may support a EU structure in areas of justice, freedom, and security, they are not compelled to par-
ticipate. In these areas, Britain, Ireland, and Denmark restrict their participation to only a few select
provisions.

Terrorism — The EU has become very concerned about terrorism since the September 11, 2001 at-
tacks on the World Trade Towers and the Pentagon in the United States. More recent bombings have
rocked transportation systems in Spain (2004) and Britain (2005), reminding Europeans that terror-
ists have almost certainly taken advantage of the increasing ease of travel across country borders cre-
ated by integration of nations. Beginning in April 2004, United States and European Union officials
have held a series of policy dialogues on border and transportation security that have focused on
better addressing common security concerns and identifying areas where U.S.-EU cooperation and
coordination might be enhanced.

The European Constitution and the Lisbon Treaty

On October 29, 2004, European heads of government signed a treaty establishing a European Constitution.
The intention of the Constitution was to replace the overlapping set of treaties that govern member-states’
interactions, and to streamline decision-making as the organization has grown to its current 27 states. The
Constitution is now in the process of ratification by member-states, and was scheduled to go into effect on
November 1, 2006. However, in mid-2005, French and Dutch voters rejected the treaty in separate refer-
enda, prompting other countries, including Britain, to postpone their ratification procedures. In an effort to
salvage the goals of the Constitution, the heads of state or government of the 27 member-states signed the
Lisbon Treaty in December 2007, a document that attempted to consolidate previous treaties that were still
in force. Some important provisions of the treaty are:

A strengthening role for the European Parliament — The treaty gives the Parliament new powers
over the EU legislation that would place it on an equal footing with the European Council, gaining
new rights in farm subsidy policies, border controls, asylum, and integration. Members of the Euro-
pean Parliament (MEPs) would also have more say over the EU Budget, bowing to national govern-
ment in only a handful of areas like tax and foreign policy.

A greater involvement of national parliaments — National parliaments would have more opportu-
nities to be involved in the work of the EU, particularly through a new mechanism that would ensure






