ADVANCED DEMOCRACIES

During the era of the Cold War, most political science scholars categorized countries of the world according
1o the “Three Worlds™ approach. The First World included the United States and its allies; the Second World
included the U.S.S.R. and its allies; and the Third World included all countries that could not be assigned
to either camp. Today, with the Cold War over and the world encompassed by forces of globalization and
fragmentation, we will use these three categories to more effectively compare political systems: advanced
democracies, communist and post communist countries, and developing/less developed countries. In this
section of the book, we will consider advanced democracies.

What do we mean by the term, “advanced democracies™ By and large, we are referring to two dimensions:
political type and level of economic development.

POLITICAL DIMENSIONS

Politically, advanced democracies exemplify many facets of democracy, not just the characteristic of holding
egular and fair elections. Other qualities of advanced democracies are:

e Civil liberties, such as freedom of belief, speech, and assembly
o Rule of law that provides for equal treatment of citizens and due process
e Neutrality of the judiciary and other checks on the abuse of power

e Open civil society that allows citizens to lead private lives and mass media to operate independently
from government

e Civilian control of the military that restricts the likelihood of the military seizing control of the
government

Advanced democracies generally have a high degree of legitimacy, partly because their systems have been in
ace for a long time. Another source of legitimacy is a large amount of social capital I, OF reci-
procity and trust that exists among citizens, and between citizens and the state. All advanced democracies
guarantee participation, competition, and liberty, but they differ in the methods that they use. For example,
ome have proportional representation electoral systems; others use the plurality system; and still others
ombine the two systems. Participation rates vary considerably, too. The uses of referenda and initiatives
iffer greatly across these countries; most advanced democracies do use them, although the United States,
apan, Canada, and Germany allow for such votes only at the local level. In most of the countries, it is the
sponsibility of the state to ensure that all eligible voters are automatically registered to vote. However,
i the United States and France, the responsibility to register is on the individual. In several Scandinavian
ountries, citizenship is not required for voting; anyone who is a permanent resident may vote. In Australia,
Argentina, Uruguay, and Belgium, voting is mandatory.

ECONOMIC DIMENSIONS

n thinking about the values that form the political culture of advanced democracies, they may be described as
eflecting post-modernism. Modernism is a set of values that comes along with industrialization. Values of
dernism include secularism (an emphasis on non-religious aspects of life), an emphasis on reasoning (ratio-
sm), materialism (valuing concrete objects and possessions), technology, bureaucracy, and an emphasis on
reedom rather than collective equality. Inother words, industrialization encouraged making money and gaining
conomicsuccess. Advanceddemocracies, suchas Britainand the United States, experienced this transformation






