POLITICAL CULTURE

All-important historic traditions have shaped a complex modern political culture characterized by ethnic
diversity and conflict, corruption, and a politically active military. However, it also includes a democratic
tradition and the desire to reinstate leadership that is responsible to the people. Characteristics of the politi-
cal culture include:

* Patron-clientelism (prebendalism) — Nigeria is the third example that we have seen of a political
culture characterized by patron-clientelism. Just as in China and Mexico, clientelism, the practice of
exchanging political and economic favors among patrons and clients, is almost always accompanied
by corruption. The patron (or political leader) builds loyalty among his clients (or lesser elites) by
granting them favors that are denied to others. For example, in Nigeria, in exchange for their support,
a president may grant to his clients a portion of the oil revenues. This practice invites corruption, and
it usually means that the larger society is hurt because only a few people benefit from the favors. In
Nigeria, patrons are generally linked to clients by ethnicity and religion.

* State control/rich civil society — Civil society refers to the sectors of a country that lie outside gov-
ernment control. In Nigerian history, the state has tried to control almost all aspects of life, first under
British rule and then under military dictatorship. However, the government has never succeeded in
totally dominating civil society. Formal and informal ethnic and religious associations, professional
and labor groups, and other NGOs (nongovernmental organizations) have long shaped the society.
These groups have related to the government mainly through corporatism and clientelism, but poten-
tially they could form the base of a viable democracy.

* Tension between modernity and tradition — Nigeria’s colonial past has encouraged it to become a
strong, modern nation, but it also has restricted its ability to reach that goal. For many years, Nige-
ria’s status as a colony kept the country in a subservient economic position. Once independence was
gained, modernity was difficult to attain because of ethnic-based military conflicts and personalized,
corrupt leadership practices. The independence movement itself encouraged Nigerians to reestablish
contact with their pre-colonial roots that emphasize communal accountability. Values established in
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the pre-colonial era conflict with those established in the colonial era, creating the basis for the seri-
ous problems that Nigeria faces today.

¢ Religious conflict — Islam began to influence northern Nigeria as early as the 11" century, at first
coexisting with native religions, and finally supplanting them. Christianity arrived much later, but
spread rapidly through the efforts of missionaries. These two religions have intensified ethnic con-
flict, and they also have fed political issues. For example, Muslims generally support sharia, or
religious law, as a valid part of political authority. Christians, of course, disagree. As a result, an
ongoing debate about the role of sharia in the Nigerian state has sparked religious conflict.

¢ Geographic influences — Nigeria is located in West Africa, bordered on the south by the Gulf of
Guinea in the Atlantic Ocean. Its population of 140 million is greater than all the other fourteen
countries of West Africa combined, partly because of its size and the lure of employment in its cities
and in the oil industry. Nigeria’s ethnic groups may be divided into six geographic zones:

1. Northwest — Dominated by two groups that combined as the Hausa-Fulani people, the area is
predominately Muslim.

2. Northeast — This area is home to many smaller groups, such as the Kanuri, which are also pri-
marily Muslim.

3. Middle Belt — This area contains many smaller ethnic groups, and it also is characterized by a
mix of both Muslims and Christians.

4. Southwest — The large ethnic group called Yoruba dominate this area. The Yoruba are about
40% Muslim, 40% Christian, and about 20% devoted to native religions.

5. Southeast — This area is inhabited by the Igbo, who are primarily Roman Catholic, but with a
growing number of Protestant Christians.

6. The Southern Zone — This area includes the delta of the huge Niger River, and its people belong
to various small minority groups.
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Nigeria’s Diversity. Some of the largest ethnicities are identified on the map, but hundreds of ethnically-based groups live within the country’s borders. In recent
years the capital was moved from Lagos to Abuja in an effort to create a neutral zone in the center of the country.






