CITIZENS, SOCIETY, AND THE STATE

For many years Mexican citizens have interacted with their government through an informal web of relation-
ships defined by patron-clientelism. Because the camarillas are so interwoven into the fabric of Mexican
politics, most people have had at least some contact with the government during their lifetimes. However,
interactions between citizens and government through clientelism generally have meant that the government
has had the upper hand through its ability to determine which interests to respond to and which to ignore.
The role of citizens in the Mexican political system is changing as political parties have become competitive
and democracy seems to be taking root, yet the old habits of favor-swapping are engrained in the political
culture.

CLEAVAGES

Cleavages that have the most direct impact on the political system are social class, urban v. rural, mestizo v.
Amerindian, and north v. south. These cleavages are often crosscutting, with different divisions emerging






